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508 Documents 

2. Miranda and the British Admiralty, 1804.— 1806. 

In a former volume 1 we printed a group of papers which illus- 
trated Miranda's expedition of 1806 from the point of view of one 
of the minor participants and victims, a young American who was 
among those captured off Porto Cabello and imprisoned at Cartagena. 
The papers now printed, obtained from the Public Record Office at 
London through the kindness of Mr. Hubert Hall, F.S.A., illus- 
trate the same episode from another and a very interesting point of 
view, that of the British Admiralty. They are derived from the 
series of despatches sent to the Secretary of the Admiralty, William 
Marsden, by the admirals and other commanders on the North 
America, Jamaica and Leeward Islands stations, and that of the 
Cape of Good Hope, which at that time was generally understood 
to include the southeastern coasts of South America. 2 Those num- 
bered II. to XIX., despatches and enclosures, including letters of 
Miranda, exhibit with great fullness and clearness the relations 
which the various British naval officers in American waters bore to 
his projects, the extent to which they aided him, and, indirectly, 
the attitude of the Lords of the Admiralty toward his designs. 
The chief documents hitherto printed illustrating this aspect of the 
episode are Admiral Cochrane's letter of June 9, 1806, addressed 
to Miranda, 3 and the memorandum issued in July by Governor His- 
lop of Trinidad. 4 

The document numbered I. has a special interest. It is a memo- 
randum drawn up by Captain, afterward Rear-Admiral, Sir Home 
Popham, after a conference with Pitt and Melville in October, 1 804, 
a few months before the outbreak of war with Spain. It casts light 
upon the mutual connection between the various schemes for the 
revolutionizing of Spanish America which the British government, 
for both political and economic reasons, from time to time enter- 
tained ; and in particular upon the connection between the attacks 
which Miranda in Venezuela and Popham and Beresford at Buenos 
Ayres were almost simultaneously making. 5 

The thought of the emancipation of Spanish America had been 
suggested to the British mind by Governor Pownall in his Memorial 

1 III. 674-702. We have since learned that other portions of Henry Ingersoll's diary- 
are possessed by the Boston Athenaeum. See Third Report of the Historical Manuscripts 
Commission, A. H. A. 1898, p. 574. 

2 This was disputed ; but see the Report of the Trial of Sir Home Popham, London, 
1807, p. 102. 

3 Antepara, South American Emancipation, London, 1810, pp. 213-215. 
* Edinburgh Review, January, 1809, XIII. 295. 

5 Also illustrated by Miranda's letter to the cabildo of Buenos Ayres, in Antepara, 
pp. 273, 274. 
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of 1780, and, according to John Adams, 1 in the Crise de I' Europe 
of 1783. Indeed, our readers may remember that it was intelli- 
gently expounded in a private memorial as early as June, 1741. 2 
It was a thought to kindle the imagination, especially in times when 
the wealth of Spanish America was greatly exaggerated, and when 
the North American Revolution was fresh in mind. Miranda laid 
it before Pitt in 1790, at the time of the Nootka Sound difficulty. 
In 1 804 it was definitely resolved upon, and Sir Home Popham was 
selected to command an expedition intended to execute it. 3 Mel- 
ville, who had already examined the subject closely in 1796, con- 
ferred with Miranda. In October, Popham, in private conference 
with Pitt and Melville at Wimbledon, " remained the whole evening 
explaining all General Miranda's views," and was charged to see 
him again and "to draw up a specific memorial on that subject, and 
to explain the readiest way of embracing all the views which Gen- 
eral Miranda had from time to time submitted to the government." * 
The memorial thus prepared is that now printed. When Popham, 
having in 1806 conquered the Cape of Good Hope and ultimately 
failed at Buenos Ayres, was tried in 1 807 by a naval court-martial 
for having attempted the latter expedition without orders, he laid this 
memoir before the court for inspection as a part of the evidence in 
his justification, but on grounds of public policy submitted that it 
should not be read ; and it was neither read aloud nor printed. 6 

1. Memorandum by Captain Sir Home Popham. 6 

Sunday Oct 14* 1804 
After the conference at Wimbledon ' on Friday Night on the subject 
of South America, and the desire of Lord Melville 8 to have an interview 
with General Miranda on Tuesday, I thought it right to see the General 
for the purpose of obtaining such information as would enable me to state, 
in the concisest terms possible, the birth and education of General Mi- 
randa and his pursuits subsequent to his quiting the Spanish service, with 

1 Diplomatic Correspondence of 1783-1789, V. 123. 

2 American Historical Review, IV. 325-328. 

3 Report of his trial, p. 36. 

'Testimony of Melville, ibid., pp. 154-157. 

5 Ibid., pp. 117, 219. See also Theal's Records of Cape Colony, V. 389-397. 

6 Admirals' Despatches, Cape of Good Hope, Vol. 5. Enclosure in Popham's de- 
spatch of April 30, 1806, from St. Helena to the Secretary of the Admiralty, which is 
printed in the Report of the Trial of Sir Home Popham, I-ondon, 1807, Appendix, Note 
B. Home Popham (1762-1820), afterward rear-admiral, was at this time commanding 
the Antelope, 50, on the Downs station. 

'Conference with Pitt and Dundas. The latter's country residence was at Wimble- 
don, and near the house on Putney Heath which Pitt at this time occupied. 

8 Henry Dundas, Viscount Melville, first lord of the admiralty and an intimate friend 
of Pitt. 

VOL. VI.— 34. 
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the progress he has made up to the present time in the great object which 
induced him to leave his own country, " The Emancipation of South 
America from its tyrannical Government it's oppressive administration, 
it's arbitrary exactions and the very exorbitant advances on all European 
articles." And here it may not be amiss to observe, that several partial 
revolts have taken place in the principal provinces, such as Lima, Carac- 
cas, Sante Fe etc., from the year 1780 to 1798 ; In the first instance they 
were compromised and the Government broke its faith, but latterly it has 
been obliged to propose terms of accommodation and to suffer the most 
violent insurgents to remain unnoticed, which is the strongest picture of 
the state of the whole country with respect to Spain. 

General Miranda was born at Caraccas and is one of the first family's 
in that country. He received a classical and military education, and in 
compliment to his family, the King gave him at once a captain's commis- 
sion in the army ; he was then made Aid-de-camp to the Governor-Gen- 
eral,' and Secretary to the Government of Havannah, in which situation 
he remained during the American AVar ; here he first received representa- 
tions from the aggrieved provinces, which at last terminated in specific 
propositions ; to these he did not pay the least attention, in consequence 
of his publick employment, but quitting the Spanish Service at the con- 
clusion of the War, he on account of some family disputes went to 
America 2 when the provinces of Santa Fe and Caracca renewed their ad- 
dresses to him, and he laid the whole before General's Washington Knox 
and Hamilton, who promised him every assistance and gave him assur- 
ances of raising troops in the province of New England, provided he 
could persuade Great Britain to assist with her navy. 

In 1785 Miranda came to Europe and seeing that England had but 
just emerged from a long war, he travelled over the continent remaining 
a certain time in Berlin 3 and all the high military schools, studying not 
only every military principle, but the principles of every Government 
where he resided. In Russia he had several audiences with the Empress 
Catherine and communicated to her his views in visiting Europe, with 
which she was highly pleased and gave him every protection by circular 
letters to her ambassadors * for the purpose of carrying into effect his phil- 
anthropick plan. In 90 he came to England and submitted it to Mf Pitt 
who he says promised him every support in case of a war with Spain, but 
the dispute about Nootka Sound terminating amicably, he then went to 
Paris, in consequence of some letters he had received from the South 
Americans residing there ; assuring him that France was well disposed to 

1 See. the letters of Governor-General Cagigal to Rendon, Miranda and Washington, 
May 18, 26, 1783, in Antepara, South American Emancipation, pp. 251-254, and those 
of A. Gillon in Sparks, Diplomatic Correspondence 0/1783-1789, VI. 333, 334, 353, 355. 

'Marbois, History of Louisiana, pp. 149-150, assigns a political reason, derived 
from contemporary conversation with Miranda at Philadelphia. 

3 Correspondence of Miranda and Frederic, September 1785, in Antepara, pp. 42, 
43 

♦Printed in Antepara, pp. 41, 42. 
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countenance his project ; ' and during his negotiation France was attacked 
by the Allied Armies and he was solicitous to enter into her service, which 
he did conditionally for one campaign. At the expiration of it he was 
appointed Governor and Captain General of Sf Domingo with an army of 
12,000 and an adequate fleet for the purpose of co-operating in his enter- 
prise in favour of South America ; 8 just at this time however the princi - 
pies of the French Government under which Miranda first engaged having 
materially altered, and growing every day worse and worse he hesitated 
to undertake this expedition and during the time of his suspence he fore- 
saw that Spain must be inevitably engaged in the War, and he sent Caro 3 
and Narigno the two last emissaries that had arrived from South America 
to London, whither he soon followed them, and immediately renewed his 
proposition to the British Government, and although he had reason to 
expect from the assurances he received, that something would be done, 
especially as Mf King the American minister was taken into the consider- 
ation, * and had several conferences with Lord Grenville, yet he was so 
pressed with letters from South America, that in 1801 he went again to 
France when he was so disgusted with Bonaparte that he returned to Eng- 
land in 1802 and brought with him two of the latest arrived South Amer- 
ican Commissioners, and sent the rest to South America, with the strictest 
injunctions to his countrymen to remain quiet till some favourable event 
happened of which he could profit either by the assistance of Great Britain 
or America as they were the only two countries on which he placed any 
reliance. 

On his arrival in London the British Government offered him im- 
mediate aid for the execution of his plan, the articles necessary were 
purchased and a ship named to carry him out, but at this moment the 
preliminary Articles of Peace were signed and this enterprise then lay 
dormant. The Government however offered him fair and honorable 
means of subsistence, not only for himself but for his countrymen who 
were in England ; and above all a promise of support whenever an op- 
portunity occurred : this intelligence he sent to South America ; and to 
his countrymen in Philadelphia ; and he repeated his advice to them to 
remain quiet and not to encourage any premature measure of revolt. 

Since the present war he has had various communications with His 
Majesty's Ministers and he pressed for permission to accompany Mf King 
to America, but it was not granted and Mf Vansittart 5 assured him in the 
name of the Government, that although the moment was not yet arrived 

^ee Sorel, L' Europe et la Revolution Francaise, III. 157, 175, as to Brissot, Le- 
brun and Dumouriez. 

2 Brissot's letter of November 28, 1792, to Dumouriez, Edinburgh Review, XIII. 288, 
Antepara, p. 169, shows that the ministers agreed that this appointment should be made, 
if Dumouriez would let Miranda go ; but it does not appear that it was made. 

> For I ton Pedro Josef Caro, see Miranda' s letters of March 24 and August 17, 1798, 
to John Adams, in Adams's Works, VIII. 569, 581. 
* See King' s Rufus King, 1 1 . 649-666. 

3 Nicholas Vansittart, Secretary of the Treasury from March 1801 to April J 804. 
The British Museum has an extensive correspondence between him and Miranda. 
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for him to act yet he might send to Trinidada and assure his friends that 
when it did happen he should have the most liberal co-operation that 
England could give. I was present at many of his communications with 
the late administration, 1 and particularly consulted by M.' Secretary 
Yorke ' and just before the change took place a great proportion of the 
articles which he required were prepared and a ship ordered to be pur- 
chased which order was as suddenly countermanded. 

When the new Government was formed I sent all the papers I had 
written on this subject since my first intimate connexion with General 
Miranda to Lord Melville, and I shall now trouble him with two propo- 
sitions, the first a military one on a respectable scale comprehending all 
the points of descent in the pacifick, the Southern Atlantick, and Terra 
Firma from Asia to Europe ; and the other on a more limited footing, 
dependant on circumstances which can only be decided by the particular 
disposition of His Majesty's Ministers and the nicety of their feelings re- 
ciprocally weighed with the conduct of the French Government on the 
scale of analogy which any countenance or assistance on our part will bear 
with the conduct of Spain, when she entered into a compact with France 
to aid our colonies in establishing their independance ; previous and sub- 
sequent to this, she supplied the Americans with money from the Havan- 
nah, which was of more service to them in accomplishing their object, 
than all the troops and ships that France employed on this service. 

In entering upon the subject of South America it is scarce necessary 
to call the attention of His Majesty's Ministers to its positive wealth, or 
its commercial faculties, they have been I am persuaded contemplated 
over and over again, and a universal anxiety has prevailed to turn this 
never-failing source of wealth into any channel but the one which at 
present enjoys it ; and I may without any exaggerated calculation suppose 
that in specie and produce near twenty million sterling is imported into 
Spain, and two thirds of that at least carried into France, consequently 
under the peculiar situation that Spain is with respect to that country, 
she is very little better than the intermediate agent of her own colonies 
'till Bonaparte is prepared to offer some political plea for sending an 
army to Vera Cruz for the purpose of gaining possession of the rich prov- 
ince of Mexico, and putting an effectual stop to any expedition from the 
United States. If at the same time he can manage either by secret 
negotiation or particular exertion to throw a force into the Brazils and to 
this may I presume to add the possibility of a third point, Rio de la Plata, 
from the Cape of Good Hope or the Mauritius, especially as the force 
which he has in the East Indies 3 can no longer act with any degree of 
spirit there, and may be recovered from it's panick by a little exertion in 
a friendly port, If such an operation should ever be realized, the enemy 
will be in possession of the East, Southeast and N. W. points of that 
Great Continent of South America (if I may be allowed to call all the 

1 That of Addington. 

2 Charles Yorke, secretary for war 1801-1803, home secretary 1803-1804. 

3 The force under Decaen, which had retired from India to Mauritius and Reunion. 
See Professor Sloane's article in this Review, IV. 442. 
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Spanish possessions South America, because in a Geographical Division 
the line between North and South is drawn I believe across the Isthmus of 
Darien). Having explained according to my conception what it is pos- 
sible for France to do let us now examine whether we have it in our power 
to avert so fatal a calamity, let us see what are our means direct and in- 
direct, how we are to apply them and whether the objects to be obtained 
are equal to the risk and trouble of attaining them. The idea of conquer- 
ing South America is totally out of the question, but the possibility of 
gaining all its prominent points, alienating it from its present European 
connexions, fixing on some military position and enjoying all its com- 
mercial advantages can be reduced to a fair calculation, if not a certain 
operation ; the nerve and spirit which such an enterprize would give to 
this country if successful are incalculable, the riches that it would bring 
in, the new sources that it would open for our manufactures and naviga- 
tion both from Europe and Terra firma, and from Asia to the Pacifick are 
equally incalculable and the popularity and stability that it would give 
any Government that undertook it may be estimated from the preceding 
propositions with the additional satisfaction of knowing that some ac- 
counts must be received of the result of its first operation in three months 
after it sailed from England. 

In offering my opinion as to the best points of descent, I beg it may 
be understood, that they have been previously submitted to General 
Miranda, and met his fullest approbation. First, Trinidad as a rendez- 
vous for all the operations on Terra Firma between the River Oronoque 
and Santa Martha which is a little to the Eastward of Carthagina. And 
here let me observe that the province of Sante Fe de Bogota and the 
Caracca's on which the General rests his greatest Faith may with their in- 
fluence be considered to contain all that tract of country from Oronoque 
West to the Pacific Ocean, about 350 leagues and certainly from the lati- 
tude of n° N to the Line, this will include also Province of Quito 
which is guided by the same principles as the Caracca's and Santa Fe. . . 
Our dependance on the disposition of these provinces must rest on 
the faith we have in the correspondence which has been communicated by 
General Miranda ; I have had a most confidential intercourse with him for 
some time, and I think his letters and papers are in such a fair and regu- 
lar succession that no doubt can exist of the fact and as most of the 
original letters have been shown or transmitted to some part of His 
Majesty's Government, I shall only insert an extract of a letter from 
Trinidad, as I am now on the subject of that island, under date the 20'!" 
of July last from Mf Lambert a resident merchant and planter there. 

' ' It appears the ramifications of the project are extended beyond what 
can be imagined, and so much so that many leading characters have no 
connexion with others who are employed in the same plans at very remote 
places from each other so that upon the whole nothing seems to be wanted 
but a chief, and place de ralliement. ' ' 

This account was confirmed by Mf Fitzwilliam a merchant who is just 
arrived from that place and has had the Honor of seeing Lord Melville, 
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but he adds that the partizans of this cause in the Island are considerably 
alarmed at the possible result of a mission sent to the Black Colony of 
S? Domingo, they pray for the protection of the British Government 
which in either case of war or peace will ensure a most beneficial com- 
mercial intercourse with the River Oronoque and the neighbouring con- 
tinent and make the island one of the first possessions in the Western 
Hemisphere. 1 

The mission to which I allude may have been urged probably by some 
of the emigrants from S' Domingo resident at the Caraccas, on the de- 
pending societies pressing the activity of their countrymen to espouse so 
good a cause, and stating in stronger colours than it can possibly deserve, 
the apathy and disinclination of their European Friends. 

The force which General Miranda thinks fully sufficient is two thou- 
sand infantry two corps of dismounted cavalry, two companies of artil- 
lery with permission to raise as many free corps as there are emigrant 
officers to embody at Trinidad, yet he only asks this force to be at his 
disposition, not intending to withdraw it from the island but in such pro- 
portion as may be found absolutely necessary. I cannot however resist 
pressing the policy of having such a force ; as it may be proper to estab- 
lish a permanent English garrison at Caracca or some other place on the 
coast. The Naval Force to be specifically nominated for this operation 
should be one 64. or 74. one 50. one frigate, one Sloop of War, two 
bombs, three gun brigs, two cutters, and three coppered transports, these 
may carry out the troops to Barbadoes, from whence seasoned troops 
should be removed to Trinidad — they will also carry out all the stores 
necessary for this expedition, a list of which has already been submitted 
by Miranda to Lord Melville. The Naval Force may be curtailed if His 
Lordship cannot spare it, but with what I have mentioned, there can be 
no doubt of succeeding in every point of view ; provided always that 
our expectations of assistance from the Inhabitants are realized. I do not 
think it an object that the whole of this force should sail until there is a 
moral certainty of war ; at least till the Cabinet decides that war shall 
take place at a given time, but it really is an object of the last importance 
that Miranda should quit this country without a moment's loss of time ; 
his arrival at Trinidad in the simple character of a settler would give new 
life and spirit to the principal people in the country and shake in pro- 
portion the existing Government of Spain, it would also set aside the 
doctrine of the French emigrants who have instigated this mission to 
S? Domingo and prove by his presence that Great Britain waited only a 
proper opportunity to give him her countenance and to act in a manner 
consistent with the policy of the times, and the existing relations between 
France and Spain. 

Before I proceed any further in detail of operations, I shall ask a few 
simple questions. Is Spain independant of France ? No ! Is she vir- 
tually under the dominion and controul of that new Empire ? Yes ! Will 
France allow her to be on terms of peace with Great Britain one moment 

1 Trinidad had been lately acquired, in 1797. 
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longer than it is consistent with the views and projects of Bonaparte ? 
No ! Does France draw any revenue from South America through Spain ? 
Yes : very great. Would it not materially distress France to cut off that 
source of wealth ? Yes ! Would it not considerably benefit Great Britain 
to throw that source into her scale, and open new channels for the export 
of her European and Asiatick manufactures ? Yes ! What supports the 
Spanish navy with which they are in some respects now bullying us ? The 
treasures and timber of South America and the nursery which that foreign 
commerce holds out for her seamen. I therefore ask whether the inde- 
pendance of South America will not annihilate the Spanish navy and con- 
sequently oppose to us a less confederate force in any future war ; If I 
may be allowed this argument then I can assert that the third naval power 
in Europe will be destroyed, and that power will consider the injury to 
have originated with France, against whom she will in course take any 
opportunity of being revenged that may present itself, in the extra- 
ordinary fluctuation of European politicks. 

If I may credit the assertion of M'. King the late American Minister, 
the emancipation of South America in general terms has been acknowl- 
edged by some of the leading men in opposition as a measure of extreme 
policy, and Lord Granville [Grenville] declared to him in the most 
qualified [? unqualified] terms, that he thought it the greatest object for 
this country to attend to, and almost the only one to save her. This may 
be a strong expression but it shows that the subject has undergone a great 
deal of discussion and that nothing has been publickly urged against the 
policy or expediency of undertaking it on a dignified and extended scale. 

I will not enlarge any more either on the advantages to be gained by 
this Expedition, or the extreme popularity that will attach to it, but con- 
fine myself to the intended progress from Trinidad and then notice the 
other points of descent. 

The first operation from Trinidad must depend on two things, local 
information which must be received on the spot and the force disposable 
for this service. Miranda has been obliged to change his plan of opera- 
tions several times, but at present he considers the possession of Leon de 
Caracca's, 1 as the first point, which will ensure the Port of La Guyra, 
and if there is any faith to be placed either in his intelligence or expecta- 
tion, he will in the course of a month be able to raise an army of twenty 
thousand men, daily increasing especially as he advances into the country 
which is his present intention, fixing on stations of communication and 
intercourse with the Squadron. If the provinces of Caracca and Sante 
Fe, 2 give him that protection and assistance which he expects he will 
proceed by the most convenient preconcerted routes to the Isthmus of 
Darien, and the squadron or a proportion of it with such force as may be 
embarked from Jamaica will go on to the River Chagra where the Eng- 

1 Santiago de Leon de Caracas, now commonly called Caracas. 

2 /. e., the captain-generalcy of Venezuela and the viceroyalty of New Granada, 
whose capital was Santa Fe de Bogota. 
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lish adventurers landed many years ago, 1 and if the spirit of inde- 
pendance is as active as it is now calculated to be then all the future 
intercourse will be carried on by Jamaica. It is proposed that this island 
should send a small force to Santa Martha consisting probably of one 
thousand men ; it is not however the intention of Miranda to take the 
least notice of Carthagina, Porto Bello, or any of the fortified towns on 
the coast, as they are in general unhealthy, but means will be adopted to 
cut off their supplies by the exertion of the people of the country. 

The next point from Europe must certainly be Buenos Ayres, and to 
accomplish this object it will be necessary to have a force of three thou- 
sand men, because it must be considered that it is really a military opera- 
tion to which however some facilities may be given by engaging two or 
three of the South Americans to attend the Expedition, by way of ex- 
plaining to their countrymen the great object of this undertaking. Then 
with respect to the Pacifick Ocean, I consider two points of descent as 
sufficient, one however might suffice but if the other can be accomplished 
it will have a great effect upon the people to the Southward of Buenos 
Ayres. I mean in speaking of this which is on the coast of Chili to 
propose Valpariso, and if the force for that object could either be con- 
centrated at, or taken from New South Wales, by new levies or otherwise, 
it would make this proposition perfect. The great force however for the 
Pacifick which I will propose to- come from India and to consist of 4000 
Sepoys and a small proportion of Europeans should direct its course to 
Panama, which is fixed upon as the point of concentration for all our 
forces, and from this point with the assistance of the ships from India 
and the Spanish ships that we can procure in the South Sea, communi- 
cations will be immediately made all along the coast to the Southward as 
far as Lima, and means of assistance given to the country to establish 
itself in all the positions which may be thought worthy of attention. 

On the first view this may appear a very complex undertaking, but I 
think it may be simplified and brought into a very narrow compass, and 
certainly the principal point which is Trinidad attended to without the 
least suspicion. The three regiments may sail from Ireland for the Wes* 
Indies. The ship to carry out the General and whoever may be Gov- 
ernor of Trinidad and Commanding Officer of the Navy, rendezvous at 
Cowes, fitted for foreign service, and if she has an acting captain the 
whole may be done with the greatest secrecy and Miranda embark for 
[from] Lymington. An arrangement must be made about the Royal 
treasures which I think ought to go to the Crown for the expence of the 
equipment, this however and a variety of other details may be entered 
into when it is determined to undertake the great national object. And 
if one confidential person of Government is fixed on to make all the 
arrangements, with power to apply to each of the officers, I pledge myself 
that the whole on the most extended scale, shall be ready to sail in 
fourteen days. If however any reasons of moment should be urged 
against this plan superior to the probable advantages already described of 

1 At the end of 1670, when Morgan's men took Chagre on their way to Panama. 
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ultimately annihilating one fleet, of cutting oft* fifteen millions from the 
Revenue of France, and probably adding it to our own, and raising in 
that proportion our consequence in Europe, Then I submit the propriety 
of taking up without a moment's loss of time the consideration of Trin- 
idad as a colony, a naval station, a military and commercial position with 
respect to Oronoque and the Caracca's. And then send Miranda there, 
and ascertain the countenance or assistance that it will be expedient to 
give him personally, for I think no more imputation can attach to any 
moveable protection than does already by keeping him here for this 
specifiek purpose, to apply him and his resources, whenever it shall be 
considered that this country is politically justified in doing so. 

11. William Armstrong to Captain Edward Moore. 1 

Leander, Lat. 28, I2'! 1 Feb. 1806 
My dear Moore, 

I wrote you twice lately from New York from whence I sailed on 
the 2 ni inst. informing you of my having engaged in a spec in which I 
wished you to take a part. 

Having just fallen in with the Cleopatra I embrace the opportunity 
of saying I am now on my way with a number of very good fellows to put 
it in execution and provided we meet with no unexpected i nterruption 
have little doubt of success. If therefore you wish to put yourself in for- 
tune's way come to me as soon as possible, I shall keep the situation 
I mentioned vacant for you and you may rest assured nothing in my 
power (which is not trifling) shall be left undone to serve you. 

If you come get to Barbadoes or Trinidad as soon as possible ; at the 
first you will hear of me from Phill Amiel [ ?] to be found at Conders, 
the other from W? M. or Lamboth. 

I will thank you to write to M r . s A and inform her we are all well and 
desire her to communicate it to S. and all my friends. 

If the Admiral or Capt Beresford is with you remember me to them, 
tell the last I saw G. R. very well the day I embarked. You will prob- 
ably meet W™ A. T. remember me to all friends with you and believe me 
unalterably yours. 

W. A. 

All friends at New York were well excepting J. C. P. who is on his last 
legs. 

Capt. Edw. Moore 
Bermuda 

1 Admirals' Despatches, North America, Vol. 17. Probably an enclosure in Captain 
Wight's letter, No. Vt., post. The writer was no doubt William Armstrong, a half-pay 
captain of tbe British army whom Miranda made "colonel of the first regiment of riflemen 
in the Columbian army" and his quartermaster-general. See Biggs, History of Don 
Francisco de Miranda's Attempt, Boston, 1810, pp. 17, 19, 237, 238, 245. 
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in. Miranda to Admiral Sir A. Mitchell. 1 

a bord la Cleopatre ce 13 fevrier 1806. 
Monsieur P Amiral, 

Un accident nous ayant fait rencontrer la Cleopatre dans notre 
route de New York aux cotes de 1' Amerique Meridionalle ; je me suis 
trouve sous la necessite de lui communiquer des affaires secretes et de la 
plus haute importance ; que nous sommes sur le point de mettre A execu- 
tion avec la connoissance et assentiment tacite du Gouvernement de la 
Grande Bretagne — et c'est par la maniffestation des documens que j'ai 
avec moi qu'a Captain Wight a bien voulu consentir a noiis laisser pour- 
suivre cet important objet. j'espere que cette communication indispen- 
sable restera entre lui et vous dans un secret inviolable pour le present ; 
et que s'il etait compatible avec vos instructions de le laisser venir le 
Captain Wight avec sa fregate pour cooperer par la suitte, cela seroit 
aussi important pour votre Pay qu'agreable et satisfaisant au mien. 

Je suis avec grande consideration Monsieur 1' Amiral, votre tres hum- 
ble et tres obt. servt. 

Fran, de Miranda. 
Amiral Sir A. Michel K. B. 



Translation of the Preceding.' 

Sir 

Having by accident fallen in with the Cleopatra in our way from 
New York to the coast of South America, I found myself under the 
necessity of communicating to her secret affairs of the highest importance 
which we are upon the point of transacting with the knowledge and con- 
sent of the Government of Great Britain. Captain Wight in consequence 
of the manifestation of documents which I have with me has thought 
proper to allow us to pursue our voyage on this important business. 

1 hope Sir, that this unavoidable communication will remain an 
inviolable secret between you and him ; and if it be consistent with your 
instructions to send Capt. Wight with his frigate to cooperate with us in 
the end ; it will prove equally important to your country as agreeable 
and satisfactory to mine. 

I am with the greatest consideration Sir 
Your very obedient humble servant 

Fra? de Miranda. 

'Admirals' Despatches, North America, Vol. 17. Apparently an enclosure in Cap- 
tain Wight's letter, No. iv., post. Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell had been commander- 
in-chief on the North American station since 1802. He died at Bermuda on February 
26, 1806. 

2 Also apparently an enclosure in Captain Wight's letter. 
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iv. Captain John Wight to Captain John Poo Beresford. ' 
Sir 

His Majesty's ship under my command on a cruize to the South- 
ward of the Island of Bermuda on the 19* January 1806 2 fell in with a 
vessel called the Leander under American colours with about 220 men on 
board, and mounted with twenty guns, cleared out for Jaquemelle Island 
of S' Domingo in possession of the blacks, having as a cargo, thirty pieces 
of cannon some thousand pikes, pistols, cutlasses, sadles, and all other 
sorts of warlike implements, printers, and printing presses the whole 
under the direction of General Miranda and a Major Armstrong of Col. 
Williamsons corps. 3 

As there may many doubts arise respecting the real destination of this 
vessel, I beg to acquaint you that I examined Miranda very closely and 
that he produced me letters, from Alexander Davidson, Esq. of S' James 
Square whose signature I knew who had mentioned his project to Sir 
Evean Nepean, 4 Sir Home Popham, M r . Vansitart, and that the said pro- 
ject was in the confidence of His Majesty's Minister, the Right Honble. 
William Pitt and that Mf Vansitart's note to Miranda particularly men- 
tioned his conference with the minister on this subject advising Miranda 
to make his point of attack from the United States. Miranda also produced 
me his proclamation in the Spanish tongue, 5 which he was to present to 
the inhabitants of New Spain also their constitution [which ?] as he said 
had undergone considerable alteration by the Ministers own hand, he also 
stated to me that he left England with about six thousand pounds and he 
produced me copies of bills drawn since his arrival at New York for the 
four different sums of five hundred pounds each on Mf Vansitart, and from 
the private conversation of the General and myself he fully appeared to 
me to be a person in the confidence of the Ministry. I did deliberately 
consider the same and permitted the said vessel, troops, cannon, pikes, 
and men to pass unmolested, to proceed to Jaquemell and from thence to 
Laquira [La Guaira] under the auspices of Miranda to revolutionize that 
district and the Caraccas under a promise to me that on the event of his 
success the ports of that country should be open to the commerce of 
Great Britain, from whence he had drawn his present sources of money. 

'Admirals' Despatches, North America, Vol. 17; enclosure in Beresford' s despatch 
of March 5, No. v., post. Captain Beresford, afterward admiral, acted as senior officer 
on the North American station after the death of Admiral Mitchell. 

2 February 12 according to the preceding letters, Biggs, pp. 10-13, and Henry Inger- 
soll in this Review, III. 679. The Leander did not sail from New York till February 
2. 

'The corps which Colonel Adam Williamson, governor of Jamaica, formed for ser- 
vice in Santo Domingo. 

'Alexander Davison was a well-known government contractor, the prize-agent and 
confidential friend of Nelson, but convicted of peculation in 1807. Sir Evan Nepean was 
from 1804 to 1806 one of the lords of the admiralty. 

5 Antepara, pp. 202-205 ; John H. Sherman, General Account of Miranda' s Expedi- 
tion, pp. 35-39 ; Biggs, pp. 125-131 ; Adventures and Sufferings of Moses Smith, Brook- 
lyn, 1812, p. 22. 
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So great a consideration as this wherein I judged the distresses of the 
enemy would be enormous and that the benefit arising to Great Britain 
so incalculable I did take upon myself although she had no commis- 
sion or pass to permit her to proceed on the policy of the measure, that 
however much I might suffer from not making a capture of her, yet as a 
servant of the crown I conceived it my duty not to make any exposition 
of this secret nature before any Court of Admiralty. I have but to re- 
quest you will be pleased to make a communication to His Majesty's min- 
isters of this subject, that I might know whether my transactions are such 
as they will approve of, I also enclose you the General's letters request- 
ing assistance. 

I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obedient humble 
servant 

John Wight 

John Poo Beresford Esq. 

Commander in Chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels. 



v. Captain Beresford to the Secretary. 1 

Cambrian, Bermuda, 

5* March 1806. 
Sir 

I think it my duty to forward the enclosed statement from Captain 
Wight of His Majesty's Ship Cleopatra, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

The Leander has evaded the cruizers of this squadron, ever since the 
war began, and has continually taken gun powder and warlike stores to 
the enemy, 8 and returned to New York with colonial produce, and it 
appears to me in this instance they have outwitted Captain Wight for 
Mf Vansittart has been long out of office, 3 and at that time Mf Pitt was 
not the Minister. I have looked over all the late Admiral's papers. I 
cannot find any communication from M! Merry* to the Admiral on the 
subject. 

I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obebient humble servant 

J. P. Beresford. 
W» Marsden Esq. 

Admiralty, London. 

1 Admirals' Despatches, North America, Vol. 17. William Marsden, the Orien- 
talist, editor of Marco Polo, was first secretary to the admiralty from 1804 to 1807. 

2 See this confirmed in The Trial of William S. Smith and Samuel G. Ogden, New 
York, 1807, p. 253. 

5 Vansittart had left the treasury in April, 1804. 
' British Minister at Washington. 
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vi. Rear- Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Secretary. 1 



Sir 



Dolphin, Carlisle Bay, 
Barbadoes, 12 April '06 



Information has arrived from Trinidad that General Miranda with 
an expedition fitted out in America has made a descent on the Island of 
Margaritta where he was joined by about 3000 men and that he was on 
his way to attack Cumana and Barcelona. 2 The report also states there 
was every appearance that the Insurrection would be general.' 

Being unacquainted with the nature of this Expedition I conceived it 
my duty to write him a letter of which the enclosed is a copy, and 
should it be the intention of Government to support him, the sooner I 
obtain instructions the better, as a little assistance at the beginning may 
render the Expedition successful. 

I have the honor to be Sir 
Your most obedient 

humble servant 

Alex. Cochrane. 



vii. Captain Thomas John Cochrane to Rear-Admiral Cochrane. 4 

Extract of a letter from Captain Cochrane of H. M. Ship Jason dated 
23"? April 1806. 

" Since writing to you from Trinidad, I have received no satisfac- 
tory information respecting General Miranda. At Cumana they seem in 
a most terrible fright for fear of his landing. 5 in fact Cagegal • told 
Lieu' Briarly the country never was in such a state before ; he also said 
they had intelligence of this General being at S' Domingo taking on 
board a number of blacks to assist him. 

"Whether there is any truth in it,' or whether he only does it to 
give us a bad idea of Miranda's designs I cannot say, but a few days must 
bring everything to light. ' ' 

1 Admirals' Despatches, Leeward Islands, Vol. 25. Endorsed as received June 2. 
Cochrane was commander-in-chief at the Leeward Islands, with his flag on the Nor- 
thumberland. 

2 This information was erroneous. Miranda' s expedition had at this time just reached 
Aruba. Biggs, p. 55. 

3 Regarding this, an important point in estimating the expedition, see letter of Lieu- 
tenant J. Murray, November 6, 1807, in the Monthly Review for March 1809, LVIII. 
307, 308; Lieutenant Briarly's letter of May 2, 1806, No. vm., post ; and Marshall's 
Naval Biography, X. 407. 

♦Enclosure in Hear- Admiral Cochrane' s despatch of May 8 ; see No IX., post. The 
writer was the admiral's son. 

5 See the intercepted letters printed in Biggs, pp. 239-241, and in Sherman's Gen- 
eral Account of Miranda's Expedition, p. 41 ; also Briarly's letter of May 2, No. vm., 
post. 

6 "Governor" (footnote in the manuscript). 

7 Miranda seems to have enlisted no blacks at Jacmel. 
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viii. Lieutenant Briarly to Rear-Admiral Cochrane. 1 

Extract of a letter from Lieut. Briarly dated 2 n . a May who was at Cumana 
on the 20 th and 21 st of April in a flag of truce. 

" The country is in a dreadful state, an embargo on every vessel 
on this coast, no person suffered to quit their dwelling on pain of death, 
every person under arms that are able to bear them, the prisons full of 
Miranda's friends and in short everything in the greatest confusion 
imaginable. In the meantime no person has any knowledge of the pres- 
ent situation of Miranda nor is it even conjectured in which part of the 
West Indies he is. this I am certain, he has a multitude of friends who 
will join him the moment he appears. I fear much delay will injure his 
plans. ' ' 

ix. Rear-Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Secretary. 2 

Dolphin, Carlisle Bay, 

Barbadoes, 8th May 1806 
Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose extracts of two letters which I this 
day received 3 respecting General Miranda by which it appears he has not 
yet landed on the Spanish Main, though he is evidently expected there 
shortly, as they are under a general alarm, and seem to be much on the 
alert ; I cannot learn where he is at Present. 

The Canada, Ettalion and Circe arrived here this morning but were 
not fortunate enough to fall in with the four French frigates that arrived 
in those seas lately and I then understood were at Guadeloupe, but Cap- 
tain Harvey (of the Canada) informs me he has passed round Martinique 
and Guadeloupe and ascertained that they are not at either of those 
islands, he has also called at Antigua and St. Kitts and could obtain no 
intelligence of them whatever, I therefore conclude they have stood on 
to the Northward to endeavor to intercept our homeward bound trade. 
I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant 

Alex. Cochrane 



x. Captain Donald Campbell to Rear-Admiral Cochrane. 4 

His Majesty's Sloop " Lilly" 

N. PJ Barbadoes S. E. by S. Dist 65 Miles, 4 th June 1806. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you on the 26'." day of May when in 
sight of Grenada I fell in with the American Ship Leander having on 

1 Enclosure in Cochrane' s despatch of May 8 ; No. m.,post. 

2 Admiral's Despatches, Leeward Islands, Vol. 25. Endorsed as received June 20. 
'See ante, Nos. VII. and vni., of April 23 and May. 

* Copy. Enclosed in Rear -Admiral Cochrane's despatch of June 6 ; see post, No. xi. 
For Captain Donald Campbell and his services to the expedition, see Marshall, Naval 
Biography, X. 399-413, where letters of Miranda and others are printed. 
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board General Miranda and loaded with pieces of ordnance and military 
stores ; from his having on board but one cask of water and being short 
of provisions I took him under convoy and after touching at Grenada and 
consulting with His Excellency General Maitland ' and consistent with 
General Miranda's own wishes, I am now making the best of my way to 
Barbadoes with the Leander under convoy. General Miranda has made 
one unsuccessfull attempt to land on the coast of Caraccas to leeward of 
Port of Cavella where he unfortunately met a Spanish brig and schooner, 
Guada coasters. 2 they took two schooners he had in company having on 
board ordnance and military stores, and sixty of his most confidential 
officers and men. 3 

The Master of the Leander appears to me a perfect pirate in idea, the 
crew perfectly disatisfied and nearly in a state of mutiny, nor does there 
appear the smallest credit attached the Expedition. 

The Leander mounts eighteen brass nine pounders and has now in all 
on board about one hundred persons. I chaced the Leander thirty-six 
hours nor should I then have come up with her had the Lilly not been 
favoured by winds. 

General Miranda has produced no document from the British or any 
other [government] authorizing his expedition, he acknowledges having 
been some weeks at Jacomel S! Domingo where he appears to have been 
disappointed in his expectations of augmenting his force, there is not a 
native of that colony on board the Leander. 
I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant 

D Campbell. 



xi. Rear-Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Secretary. 4 

Northumberland, Carlisle Bay, 
Barbadoes, 6'. h June 1806. 
Sir 

I enclose for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty copy of intelligence sent me by General Beckwith from 
S.' Vincent, which adds to the authenticity of that enclosed in my letter 
no 147 ; and I do not think it improbable as they were steering N N W 
before they spoke the American vessel, that they may call at these islands 
in their way to Europe : a strong squadron is certainly expected by every 
intelligence I can collect, but whether it is the above-mentioned or that 
said to be fitting at Rochfort, I am yet unable to find out. 

1 Major-General Frederick Maitland, lieutenant-governor of Grenada. 

'Guarda-costas. 

'Their fortunes may be followed in the letters of Ingersoll, the narratives of Sher- 
man and Moses Smith, and the anonymous account in the Monthly Magazine for March, 
1809. After losing them, April 28, Miranda had made for Bonair, and then sailed about 
the eastern Caribbean ; Biggs, 69-93. 

'Admirals' Despatches, Leeward Islands. Vol. 25. Marked as received July 12. 
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I also enclose a copy of a letter I have this moment received from 
Captain Campbell of His Majesty's Sloop " Lilly " l by which it will ap- 
pear General Miranda has been hitherto unsuccessful in his attempt on 
the Spanish main ; as the Leander is now with the Lilly, I expect him 
here in a day or two* and I should be glad to receive their Lordships in- 
structions respecting him. 

I have the honor to be Sir, your most obed 1 hble. serv! , 

Alex. Cochrane. 



xii. Rear- Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Secretary.' 

Northumberland, off Port Royal Bay, 
Martinique, 12 June 1806. 
Sir 

Be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that previous to my leaving Barbadoes, General Miranda arrived in an 
armed ship under American colours, from an unsuccessful attempt he 
made to land near Porto Cavello in consequence of the Spanish Naval 
Force being superior to the vessels he sent in shore. 

Conceiving every attempt to annoy the enemy as beneficial to Great 
Britain, I have agreed to protect his landing by a sloop of war and two 
armed brigs, and when the convoys are safe, with a frigate if I have one 
to spare ; I have also directed the Commanders of those vessels, to re- 
ceive on board as many of his recruits as they can carry.* 

It is not yet determined where the descent is to be, but I suppose 
near to Cumana, unless it should be decided to begin with Angustura : s 
By accounts from the Continent many are ready to join him as soon as he 
makes good his landing. 

I hope the measure I have adopted may be agreeable to their Lord- 
ships. 

I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obed! humble servant 

Alex. Cochrane. 

1 See the preceding, No. x. 

2 He arrived on the sixth. 

3 Admirals' Despatches, Leeward Islands, Vol. 25. Endorsed as received July 12. 
* Cochrane' s engagement to this effect, dated June 9, 1806, may be found in 

Antepara, pp. 213-215, with Miranda's reply. After the above stipulation, Cochrane 
adds : " I do moreover assure you of such further support as it may be in my power oc- 
casionally to give." But the article on the Emancipation of Spanish America in the 
Edinburgh Review for January 1809, an article which Copinger attributes to " Milner 
assisted by General Miranda," says, XIII. 295, that after a little time the admiral 
wrote to him, that "by recent instructions received from England, he was directed to 
limit the assistance General Miranda was to receive from him, to protection from the 
naval force of the enemy, to prevent succours being landed, and to secure his re-em- 
barkation, in the event of his being obliged to leave the shore." That Fox, the new 
Foreign Secretary, was disposed to be cautious in support of Miranda is evident from his 
conversation with Monroe on June 7 ; see Writings of James Monroe, IV. 450. 
5 Santo Thome de la Angostura, on the Orinoco ; now Ciu'dad Bolivar. 
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xiii. Miranda to Vice-Admiral James R. Dacres. * 

(Copy No. 2). 
Sir, Coro, 6 l . h Aug. 1806. 

We arrived at the Port of La Vela de Coro on the i*.' inst. The 
landing that was to take place that night was by the mistake of the pilots 
deferred 'till the next day, and by the stress of weather unavoidably re- 
tarded until the 3 r . d at daylight. 

These circumstances gave time to the agents of the Spanish Govern- 
ments to collect all the forces they could command in the circumjacent 
country for the purpose of opposing us. 

We effected it however, in spight of all their opposition, with the force 
of 100 men against 400, we stormed the fort of S' Peter and carried a re- 
doubt just above it with a battery also on the shore in less than an hour's 
time. The enemy left us in absolute possession of the town, port, 200 
pieces of artillery, ammunition etc. 

The inhabitants soon came to us and having been informed of our 
friendly and patriotic intentions, filled the town with satisfaction, and 
many of the Indians that served with the enemy joined us with alacrity, 
in a few hours afterwards. With this force two hundred additional men, 
and two field pieces, we marched at 10 o'clock p.m. towards the City of 
Coro (12 miles from La Vela) and before daylight the next day we took 
possession of it without any resistance. The Commandant Solas with his 
troops fled towards the interior mountains and left us in quiet possession 
of the capital and principal port of the province, this operation only 
required 24 hours time. 

The desire of showing confidence and friendship to the inhabitants 
may induce us in a short time to withdraw the troops from the town 
toward the sea shore for the purpose of keeping a regular communication 
with the navy, and following our operations in concert, towards Puerto 
Cavello, and Caraccas. 

I cannot express the satisfaction I feel in seeing the zeal, harmony 
and good understanding, that has constantly prevailed between the troops 
and the navy officers during the whole time we have been with Captain 
Campbell. Those officers that superintended the landing of the troops, 
and the piquets of the navy under Lieu' Bedingfield distinguished them- 
selves as worthy members of that body. 

I am with high respect and great consideration, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, most humble servant 

Fran, de Miranda 

1 Admirals' Despatches, Jamaica, Vol. 24. Enclosure in Dacres's letter of August 
30 to the Secretary, No. xvu., post. Vice-Admiral Dacres was commander-in-chief on 
the Jamaica station. Toward the end of June Miranda and his British allies sailed from 
Barbadoes, toward the end of July from Trinidad to Coro. Other accounts of the actions 
at Coro may be found in Biggs, pp. 109-15 1, in a letter of Captain Donald Campbell 
printed in Marshall's Naval Biography, X. 404-405, and in a letter written from Aruba, 
August 23, by an officer in Miranda's corps to his brother in New York, and printed by 
Sherman, pp. 113-118. 

vol. vi. — 35. 
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xiv. Miranda to Vice- Admiral Dacres. 1 

Head Quarters, La Vela de Coro, 
8'. h August 1806. 
Sir, 

The object of this despatch is to inform you that we are in pos- 
session of this port, and of the greatest part of the Province of Coro. 
That we consider ourselves independent of Spain, and the friends of 
Great Britain ; as you will see by the enclosed documents that I send to 
you for the purpose of giving a correct insight into the state of our con- 
nexions with the Government of England : — requesting you to keep them 
in the secrecy and privacy they ought to be. 

Before I quitted England in September last with the idea of execu- 
ting this enterprise, it was agreed with the late Ministry 2 that I was to 
acquaint you, as well as the Admiral Commanding on the Windward 
Station, with my landing on the Coasts of South America, [? to free it] 
from the disgraceful and oppressive yoke of France. 

The chief support I want at the present moment is detailed in my 
enclosed private letter to Admiral Cochrane. 

I hope that between you and the Governor of Jamaica we shall re- 
ceive if not the whole at least part of the troops and naval assistance we 
are so much in want of at this present moment for the speedy success of 
this important enterprise. 

We had the happiness of being assisted in our landing by the Bac- 
chante Frigate, Capt. Dacres 3 and some of his crew ; which incident 
contributed very much to our farther success, in taking possession of the 
City of Coro, the Metropolis of the Province. 

I have the honour to be with high respect and consideration 
Sir 
Your most obed! and 

most humble ser? 

Fran : de Miranda. 



xv. Miranda to Vice-Admiral Dacres. 4 
(Copy) 

La Vela de Coro, 
8'. h Aug. 1806. 
My dear Admiral, 

After having been obliged to quit Trinidad on the 24 th ult. with 
only the increase of 80 men volunteers in our troops, I could not attempt 

'Admirals' Despatches, Jamaica, Vol. 24. Enclosure in Dacres' s despatch of Au- 
gust 30 to the Secretary, No. xvn., post. 

2 That of Pitt, which had ended with his death on January 23, 1806, and had been 
succeeded by that of Grenville and Fox. 

3 James R. Dacres, son of the vice-admiral ; see Biggs, pp. 1 14, 1 15, 154. He 
afterward commanded the Guerriere in her fight with the Constitution, in 1812. 

* Admirals' Depatches, Jamaica, Vol. 24. Enclosure in Dacres's despatch of Au- 
gust 30 to the Secretary, 3Sfo. xvn., post. 
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any fortified place on the coasts nor even the Island of Margaritta with 
any probability of success : on that supposition we came to Coro where 
we have compleatly succeeded in the first instance and notwithstanding a 
concatenation of blunders in pilots and our raw land officers that is really 
unaccountable. The people of the country are very well disposed to join 
us in this enterprise for their own sake, but at the same time they are ex- 
cessively shy, seeing that our troops are so few in number and that we 
may ultimately be driven out of the country, and leave them totally 
destitute of protection. 

If I had with me only one regiment of Infantry, and one or two 
squadrons of cavalry with one company of Artillery, the whole might be 
settled in a few days and our success would be compleatly obtained. I 
have evacuated the town of Coro with the view of inspiring confidence to 
the inhabitants, and going back again if necessary after having received a 
reinforcement of troops. 

In the secret correspondence that I intercepted at Coro, at the Com- 
mandant's House, I find in a letter dated n 1 ? July 1806 the following 
intelligence. 

"Via (?) abia noticia venida de Puerto Cavello por un barco proce- 
dente de Martinica que dicen ha llegado alii, notician que los Franceses 
han conquistado a Portugal cuio Reyno cede la Francia a nos ostros y en 
remplazo le damos esta Provincia. " ' If this information is true (which 
would not surprise me in the present circumstances) this province instead 
of belonging to us as was intended, will become a province of France, 
and the footstool for the invasion of the whole South American Conti- 
tinent. We have no time to lose, my dear Admiral, send me the rein- 
forcements I mention to you in this letter and we shall be at Caraccas be- 
fore the month expires. 

I mean to hold on to this coast, and to keep some of the small ports, 
until I hear from you, and to direct my steps toward Puerto Cavello by 
the Sea Shore, in proportion as I shall receive reinforcements from you, 
from Jamaica or any where else : I am expecting to descry the Jason 
every moment or some other frigate that will give support to our gallant 
small squadron, with instructions that may enable the commanders to 
land a portion of their seamen, and support our efforts on shore, as Cap- 
tain Campbell has so willingly and so usefully done. 

Any side or fire arms are most necessarily wanted at this moment to 
give to the people that most anxiously demand them. 

I am with the greatest respect and affection etc. 

Fran, de Miranda. 

1 /. e., apparently, " — have news from Puerto Cabello by a bark said to have ar- 
rived there from Martinique, that the French have conquered Portugal, which country 
France cedes to us [Spain], and in return we give her this province [meaning, prob- 
ably, the captain-generalship of Caracas]. 



528 Documents 

xvi. Vice- Admiral James R. Dacres to Miranda. 1 
Copy. 

His Britanic Majesty' s Ship Pique, 

Port Royal, Jamaica, August [24], 1806. 
Sir, 

I was on the 15* Inst, honoured with your letter of the 8*. h from 
Vela de Coro, with its enclosures, by your Aid de Camp Cap? Leslie. 2 

The force on this station being very considerably less than the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty are aware of, I do not feel myself justi- 
fied in lessening it in support of an enterprise, of which I have not the 
slightest information from my Government, at the risque of neglecting 
the services required of the squadron I have the honor to command, 
which must be the case in rendering you the assistance you require. 

I have hurried the equipment of a cruizer for Cap? Leslie's passage to 
Vela de Coro, and have ordered her commander to cruize on the coast of 
the Caraccas as much as possible to add to your security, while on the 
coast, from any attack that might be made by a junction of the Gua[r]da 
Coasters, or any inconsiderable force of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be with high respect and consideration Sir 
Your obedient humble servant 

J. R. Dacres. 

xvii. Vice-Admiral James R. Dacres to the Secretary.' 

Shark, Port Royal, 4 30 th August 1806 
Sir 

I have the honour to transmit herewith for the information of 

the Right Honorable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies 

1 Admirals' Despatches, Jamaica, Vol. 24. Enclosure in Dacres' s letter of August 
30 to the Secretary, No. xvii., post. Biggs, p. 180, mentions the arrival of H. B. M. 
brig Ferret at Aruba on September 1 3, with this letter and a similar one from the gover- 
nor of Jamaica. 

2 Biggs, pp. 48, 158, mentions James F. Ledlie, " captain in the First Regiment of 
(North American) infantry." Ledlie is also the name given in the Annual Register for 
1806, pp. 317, 318. 

3 Admirals' Despatches, Jamaica, Vol. 24. Of the enclosures mentioned, the first is 
Rear- Admiral Cochrane's letter to Miranda, dated Barbadoes, June 9, in which he, in 
view of the nature of Miranda's plans and the favorable attention which the British 
has given them, agrees to support the latter' s landing on the Main between Trinidad 
and Aruba with at least a sloop of war and two brigs, and to give other aid, expecting 
in return that the British (and the people of the United States if Miranda desires) shall 
be permitted, if independence is established, to import goods at the same rate of duty as 
natives, while the French and their allies are excluded, and other nations pay a rate ten 
per cent, higher. This document is here omitted, having been already printed in Ante- 
para's South American Emancipation, pp. 213-215. The second enclosure, of the 
same date, is Miranda's acceptance of the terms, and is omitted for the same reason ; see 
Antepara, p. 215. The other enclosures are, apparently, Miranda's letters dated Coro, 
August 6, and La Vela de Coro, August 8, and Dacres's reply of August [24], for all 
which see ante, Nos. XIII., xiv., XV. and XVI. 

* Jamaica. 
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of a letter and several enclosures I received from General Miranda, on 
the Raposa's return from her cruize, also a copy of my answer, with 
which I despatched His Majesty's Sloop Ferret on the 24 inst. 1 
I am Sir 
Your obed'. humble servant 

Ja. R. Dacres. 
To William Marsden Esq. 



xvm. Rear-Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Secretary.* 

Northumberland, Carlisle Bay, 

Barpadoes, 11* September 1806. 
Sir, 

I have to acquaint you for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty with the return of His Majesty's Ships named 
in the margin to this anchorage on the 10* after having seen the convoy 
safe to the Latitude of Bermuda and left it about fifty leagues to the 
northward of that island on the 19* ultimo. 

As a line of battleship, one frigat and a corvette were seen going 
into Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, about eight days ago, I have di- 
rected Captain Harvey of the Canada to take the Seine under his orders 
and proceed off that port. 

The Elephant will leave this tomorrow for Jamaica ; and I shall give 
Captain Dundas orders to call off Fort Royal and should the enemy's 
ships have left that bay, to take with him the Seine ; and make the best of 
his way off Coro near to Marycaibo where General Miranda has landed * — 
the particulars of which is enclosed, and such intelligence as I have 
been able to collect: — My reasons for ordering the Elephant on this 
service is from a report that the enemy's ships are to proceed there to de- 
feat the Expedition. 

Should Captain Dundas not find them there he is to go from thence 
to Jamaica. By him I have sent extracts of your letter of the io* of 
July 4 and a copy of Lord Howick's of the same date, for the guidance 
of Vice-Admiral Dacres, within whose district General Miranda has 
landed. 

The Pickle Schooner accompanies the Elephant in order to convey to 
England the most recent accounts from the Spanish Main. 
I have the honor to be Sir, 

Your most obed. humble servant 

Alex. Cochrane. 

1 Bi ggs, p. 180, mentions the arrival of the Ferret at Aruba, with despatches, on 
September 13. 

'Admirals' Despatches, Leeward Islands, Vol. 25. Marked as received October 26. 

* Evacuating the Main on August 13, Miranda had occupied the island of Aruba, 
where Biggs, p. 181, under date of September 21, reports the Elephant as having just 
sailed for Jamaica and the Pickle for England. 

4 Probably that alluded to in note 4 on p. 524. 
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xix. Rear -Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Secretary. 1 

Northumberland, Carlisle Bay, 

Barbadoes, 4* Nov., 1806. 
Sir, 

Be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that an establishment of privateers is formed at the Port of Cayenne, at 
present they consist of one ship, the Victoire of 32 guns and 180 men ; 
His Majesty's late sloop Favorite; a brig of 16 guns and 120 men, and 
two stout schooners. 

They cruise in a situation from that port to windward of Barbadoes, 
so as to be able to regain it with their prizes, which they never send to 
any of their islands to leeward. 

I beg leave to recommend that the packets may keep to the north of 
Latitude 15 until they come nearly into the Longitude of this Island, to 
avoid the enemy's cruizers, which are now become more numerous than 
ever, and of greater force. 

I am sorry to say that they have been particularly successful of late 
and have made some most valuable captures. The taking of the mast 
ship will enable them to send more cruizers to sea. 

General Miranda is returned from Aruba and is going down to 
Trinidad. 2 

I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant 

Alex. Cochrane. 

1 Admirals' Despatches, Leeward Islands, Vol. 25. Marked as received Decem- 
ber 13. 

2 The Leander left Aruba September 27, under convoy of the British ship La Seine, 
in which Miranda arrived at Barbadoes on November 2. In a few days he sailed for 
Trinidad, where he remained till December, 1807, when he returned to London. Biggs, 
pp. 208, 209, 248. So ended in failure the Miranda Expedition of 1806. 



